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I have been fortunate to witness zero 
fatalities on Manly Beach during my two 
years as Club President. Thanks to all 

patrolling members who participate in our 
invaluable voluntary community service. 

This year, for the first time in more than 
25 years, there will be one annual report 
for the Club.  This personifies the board’s 
overarching one Club approach. 

The success and the proper functioning 
of our Club is as good as its members. 
The board, the Club officers, patrolling 
members, long service, general and JAC 
members and others all have an integral 
role with the Club’s success whether saving 
lives, educating others, competing or 
whatever they feel makes a difference. 

Importantly, Manly LSC has the largest 
membership on the northern beaches,    
has the most rescues, first aid and 
preventative actions. 

The effective organising of all this 
just doesn’t happen. There is a lot of  
discussion, planning and doing. For 
instance, the Club Captain provides 
leadership and support to all four Vice 
Captains and all 15 Patrol Captains.
 
Similarly, the Director of Education 
organises and supports all the courses, 
including Bronze Medallion, IRB, SRC, First 
Aid as well as the proficiencies. Finally, 
the Director of Competition establishes a 
framework for training, organises coaching 
and carnival logistics. 

To complement our outstanding Lifesaving 
achievements, it was great to see our 
competitors coming first overall in the 
Branch Championships. Great results and 
effort also at Aussies, with exceptional 
performances by both boys and girls teams. 

Pleasingly, there was significant and 
welcome improvement this year from our 
girls. Most importantly, it was noticed by 
many other Clubs, that our Manly team and 
supporters were the most lively, enthusiastic 
and jolly bunch at the  carnival, all 
supporting each other and working together. 

There were two monumental events this 
year organised by a few of our members 
by their own volition. Both of these events 
tapped into the internal and broader    
Manly LSC community and generated 
enormous goodwill. 

First was the golf day organised 
principally by Gary Ballard and Al Lewis 
that reconnected with previous golfing 
participants and members and importantly 
turned out to be a great fundraiser. The 
second event organised by Billy McMahon 
and John Hicks reconnected with many 
past and present members that oversaw the 
Club post 1950’s. 

It would be remiss of me not to mention 
the massive news announced in October 
last year, when Northern Beaches Council 
unanimously supported the knock down and 
rebuilding of our Club building.

With Federal Government Funding now 
locked in, we are currently in positive 
discussions with our local State member 
James Griffin about suitable grants that 
will match the Federal   Government’s $5 
million. Once the appropriate State funding 
is in place, the Draft plans will be available 
towards the end of this year for public 
viewing and comment. Hopefully, if all   
goes to plan, the rebuild will commence in 
April, 2021.

Late in 2018, the Club finally received 
approval to upgrade its liquor license to an 
On Premises Licence. Simply this means 
we can run a cash bar, host more public 
and member functions and therefore 
generate improved income from our 
hospitality area. 

On the finance side, the good news is that 
the Club remains robust with an excellent 
net profit for the third consecutive year 
in a row of above $150k. We now have 
a substantial visible cash surplus on the 
balance sheet. 

The bad news for the balance sheet is 
that during the rebuild we will need cash 
both to pay for the internal fit out and also 
to provide a buffer to pay for ongoing 
expenditure like administration costs, 
lifesaving and competition costs. The 
treasurer will no doubt elaborate on this, but 
it’s appropriate to say we need to 
keep saving.

Finally, thanks to all our sponsors that 
provided essential funding, goods and 
services. We rely on you to make our Club 
a valuable community hub and resource. 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve as 
President again this year. 

MANLY LSC

Chris Bell - President
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No lives were lost at North Steyne 
Beach during patrols in the 2018-19 
season, continuing the proud tradition 

for 111 years.

It  was another great season for North 
Steyne SLSC although different from 
our 110th anniversary season. There 
were many outstanding achievements; 
completion of replacement balconies being 
amongst the most important.

Others included a six per cent  increase 
in membership, a 20 per cent  increase in 
patrolling membership, a strong year for 
our Nippers and Ripper Nippers as well as 
our Lifesaving competition team, rebuilding 
of our surfboat competition team, a new 
surfboat, a new IRB and a new motor.

We began the season on a high note on  
September 28 by hosting the ‘Raising of 
the Flags’ ceremony to open the 2018-2019 
surf lifesaving season in NSW. We were 
privileged to have NSW Premier Gladys 
Berejiklian, Hon James Griffin, SLSNSW 
President David Murray and SLSNSW CEO 
Stephen Pearce attend on what was a 
spectacular day.

At the 2018 SLSNSW Awards of 
Excellence, we received  seven 
nominations from the 24 categories; more 
than any other Surf Club in NSW. Tracey 
Hare-Boyd was named SLSNSW Patrol 
Captain of the Year. Congratulations to 
Adam Traugott (current member of North 
Steyne, Mindl Beach NT and Director 
of Lifesaving NT) for being awarded the 
National Medal this past season.

Our proud record of helping the community 
outside surf lifesaving was on display 
in August when we raised $6,400 for 
our farmers in the ‘Buy a Bale of Hay 
Program’. We also gave up our Surf Club 
to allow Vissla, SurfingNSW and Northern 
Beaches Council to host the Vissla Sydney 
World Surfing Pro from  March 16-24. We 
provided vigilant patrols to bumper crowds 
throughout the event.

Our boaties had a standout season – five 
crews, including a women’s crew. Our 
A boat crew won the open men’s final at 
Freshwater on Australia Day as well as 
competing at Aussies. Our masters men 
240-plus competed at the Lifesaving World 
Championships in Adelaide. On January 
25 we christened, ‘Iris’, our new surfboat. 
It was made possible by the generous  
support of Chris Perry, of Pure Legal and 
Careline Australia.

Warnambool SLSC competition team 
stayed with us again over the Australia Day 

carnival weekend, for the fourth season in 
a row.

On  December 14, the Hon Tony Abbott 
and the Australia Remembers Committee 
helped us unveil a plaque to commemorate 
the achievements of our exceptional 
member, Olympic gold medal swimmer, 
Second Lieutenant Cecil Patrick Healy who 
died 100 years earlier on the battlefields at 
Somme, France. Earlier, John Devitt, AM, 
Olympic gold medal swimmer from Manly 
and Larry Winter published a biography on 
the life of Cecil Healy.

During the season, we also had 
considerable exposure on national 
television and other media. In December, 
there were three live crosses to the Club on 
the Channel 9 Today Show, showcasing our 
history, boaties, Nippers, ocean safety with 
a strong message to beachgoers to ‘SWIM 
BETWEEN THE FLAGS’. In February, 
Michael Hooper and the NSW Waratahs 
met our Nippers and conducted a super 
rugby clinic at the Club.

In February, our life saving team picked up 
several medals and our Nippers performed 
well at the NSW Championships at 
Swansea Belmont. Congratulations to Liam 
Wheen for a high commendation in Junior 
Lifesaver of the Year.

On  March 31, we ran our 21st Annual 
Ocean Swim. With 430 swimmers and 
perfect conditions, it was bigger and better 
than last year.

During the season, we provided 
considerable support to Branch through 
four SurCom Operators, one Duty Officer, 
one After Hours Duty Officer, one RWC 
Operator, five Trainers for SRC/Bronze or 
IRBD, seven Assessors, three Facilitators, 
two members of Branch Executive and 
attendances at BOM, BOL and BoSS 
meetings. We also trained 30 SRC’s from 
Warriewood and trained five Trainers from 
various Clubs. During the season, I had the 
privilege of doing seven patrols in South 
Australia at Brighton, Grange and 
Henley Beach.

We also spent considerable effort on 
progressing towards a new 20-year 
minimum term lease and we look forward to 
reaching an agreement on similar terms to 
those agreed by the NSW Government and 
SLSNSW in 2016.

I thank all our members, sponsors, 
supporters, Audrey Bruen, Jack Sutherland, 
Chris Stewart and my Board for their 
considerable efforts this past season. 

NORTH STEYNE SLSC

Frank Traugott – President

Thanks to SNB President Doug Menzies, 
CEO Steve McInnes, Branch Executive 
and staff. Special thanks to Shannon Job 
for five years as Branch Deputy President 
and best wishes to Tracey Hare-Boyd as 
incoming Branch Deputy President.

Thanks to Hon James Griffin, Mayor 
Michael Regan, Bernard Koon and Donald 
Gibson of Northern Beaches Council, Jean 
and David Hay, Murphy Bros Builders and 
our Brett Patrick and David Cowell for their 
efforts on replacement of our balconies.

Thanks to Des McAteer, his Directors and 
Balgowlah RSL for their continued support.

Thanks also to members of Queenscliff 
SLSC and Manly LSC for sharing and 
caring for a very special beach that I call 
‘The Centre of the Universe’.

VALE
He was a man who touched everyone. Neil 
Ronald Purcell was the statesman of North 
Steyne SLSC
. 
After almost 77 years of devotion to his 
beloved Club, Neil’s long innings ended 
when he sadly passed away on June 21, 
2019. He was aged 90
.
‘President Frank Traugott says of Neil: ‘’You 
would never find a nicer man. He was one 
of nature’s true gentlemen.’’

Neil was a competitor, official and held 
numerous other roles for North Steyne 
SLSC, SNB Branch and also Sydney 
Branch in the early days of his involvement 
in surf life saving. There is a tribute to Neil  
at the back of the Branch Annual Report.
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In late October, we hosted Round 1 of the 
Nutri Grain Iron Series and the Oceans 6 
carnival. In ideal surf we witnessed some 
outstanding racing from the sport’s elite 
athletes. Our IRB crews excelled over that 
weekend with non-stop shifts in the water.

Also, in late October, we hosted the 
annual Paul Hammond Beach Carnival 
at Queenscliff Beach. Strong numbers 
of competitors, including some southern 
Sydney Clubs competed in gloomy 
conditions. The look of pride on the faces 
of children with medals around their necks 
was priceless. Financially, the Club did well, 
and this event is set in concrete on our 
annual calendar. The Interbranch team was 
announced with our Cooper Elkins being 
selected, along with Michael Gedz and 
Chris Allum as coaches. 

In November, we held our traditional and 
highly regarded Golf Day at Long Reef. 
Expertly arranged and orchestrated 
by Alan Butler and his eager group of 
helpers, we had a full contingent of people 
playing. Again, thanks to all our sponsors 
on the day. Also thanks to Allan Border 
who  played as our celebrity player. An 
immensely successful day, both financially 
and logistically, raising more than $30,000 
for our Club with sponsorship, auctions 
and raffles. 

A highlight of our Club is our boat 
christenings. Purchasing a new boat is only 
made possible by the generous sponsorship 
of Community First Credit Union.

Our fleet of Surf Club boats is the youngest 
and without doubt among the finest in 
Australia. This is punctuated by our results 
in past years and again this year.
On December 16, a very proud Greg Heard 
unveiled a boat bearing his name, watched 
by an equally proud family, sponsors, 
officials and Club members. 

In January, we hosted a two-day boat 
carnival. Saturday an open boat carnival 
with more than 100 boats competing on our 
beach, followed by the ‘Best of the Best’ 
Interbranch selection series. The Club was 
resoundingly congratulated on the success 
of running the events.

Our new pavilion (Clubhouse) lease with 
Northern Beaches Council is still a work 
in progress. To be honest, it has been a 
complex, convoluted and drawn out process 
involving Crown Lands, Northern Beaches 
Council (NBC), Surf Life Saving NSW, 
SLSSNB, and their respective lawyers. 

What a great honour and privilege it 
is for me to deliver the President’s 
Report for what was another 

successful year at ‘Team Queenscliff’.

In my first year of office it has been an 
extraordinary learning curve as Club 
President. The job comes with considerable 
community expectation, duties and 
statutory obligations.  

Our season never really stops. However, we 
define the season start in August after our 
Annual General Meeting. Club membership 
numbers are consistent with last year.

Our Patrols commenced on September 29 
under the stewardship of Mikey Studden. 
Patrolling is the very backbone and 
quintessential element and glue that holds 
our strong Club together.

We met with several of our sponsors at the 
beginning of our season. All of last year’s 
major sponsors stayed on board for this 
year and some committing to the longer 
term. Our Club cannot thank you enough 
as we continue to find ways to fund our 
financial obligations. Our profound thanks 
once again to:

COMMUNITY FIRST CREDIT UNION
CUNNINGHAMS
PEPPERCORN FOODS
BALGOWLAH RSL CLUB
PINE PROPERTY
HOTEL STEYNE

In late September, I attended our pre-
season Nipper Camp at South West Rocks.  
The weekend was a resounding success 
and held in perfect weather. This set the 
tone for a tremendous season for Nippers, 
brilliantly coordinated and chaired by Gary 
Farrar and an incredible support network of 
parents and helpers, honestly too many to 
single out.

Carnival attendance escalated in numbers 
and the results were forthcoming. Without 
doubt one of the highlights of the Nipper 
season was the implementation of the 
CARYS BRADSHAW COURAGE AND 
DETERMINATION AWARD. 

This award is in recognition of a young 
Nipper who tragically lost her battle with 
illness last year.  We saw the culmination 
of that award at the Nipper Presentation 
afternoon when the award was given to a 
female and male Nipper in each age group 
by Carys parents Rachel and Jack, a truly 
touching moment.

I particularly wish to mention that Mayor 
Michael Regan, NBC Councillors and the 
CEO Ray Brownlee have been immensely 
supportive and approachable. NBC has 
also approved and committed funds up to 
$150,000 for the capital works program 
once we have a lease in place. 

After seven months, our patrols ended 
on April 28. Our Patrol Captains and Vice 
Captains fulfilled the last patrol and it was 
an honour to thank them immediately at 
the conclusion of that patrol over a drink. 
The commitment, dedication, enthusiasm 
and energy from all our patrol members is 
nothing short of incredible. 

I again had the honour this year to lay 
a wreath on behalf of Queenscliff Surf 
Life Saving Club at the annual ANZAC 
Commemoration Service at the Manly War 
Memorial. It’s a tremendous tradition and 
such a reminder of the role Surf Clubs 
played in and continue to do so in our 
military history.

The culmination of our season proper were 
the annual presentation functions.
.
We celebrated and enjoyed Nipper, 
Training, and our own Club presentation 
awards. All were held in the Clubhouse at 
full capacity with members, sponsors and 
guests. To me the absolute highlight of 
these events was the camaraderie among 
all our members.

In closing, I would like to again extend my 
sincere thanks to our valued sponsors, 
along with SLSA, SLSNSW, SLSSNB 
and NBC.

I particularly wish to thank our Board of 
Directors who have worked tirelessly for 
our Club and made my inaugural season as 
your President enjoyable, fulfilling, but more 
importantly, proud to serve Queenscliff Surf 
Life Saving Club and the community.

QUEENSCLIFF SLSC

Ken Prior - President
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What a season we had with all 
sections of the Club exceeding their 
efforts of previous years. 

However, the most pleasing aspect of 
the 2018-19 season was that I can report 
once again there were no lives lost by 
anyone swimming between the flags during 
patrolled hours.

Official figures show that all SNB Clubs 
reported a drop in their membership 
numbers this past season season and we 
are no exception. 

Our total membership dropped from 
1768 (previous season) to 1728 this year, 
representing a decrease of some three per 
cent and is our lowest membership total 
since the 2009-10 season.

Based on latest membership figures 
provided by SLSNSW (January 2019), 
the Club now has the largest overall 
membership in the Branch, the largest 
Nipper contingent and the fifth highest 
number of patrolling members.  

The most important component of our Club 
is and has always been, our patrolling 
members and the 2018-19 season saw us 
put 360 patrolling members on the beach 
to ensure the safety and wellbeing of 
approximately 350,000 visitors. 

How successful we were can easily be 
seen by comparing official figures with 
last year. Our total recorded number of 
rescues is down from 112 to 38 and clearly 
demonstrates the effectiveness of our 
patrol teams.  

Executive Officer, Wayne Freakley, has 
been responsible for finalising the new Club 
website and upgrading of office hardware, 
implementation of a new independent award 
panel to review and make recommendations 
for annual Club service awards and the 
ongoing implementation of the new child 
protection procedures being rolled out 
by SLSNSW.

Treasurer, Chris Tyrrell, worked in 
conjunction with Wayne to overhaul the 
Club’s financial policies and procedures 
into what is now known as the Financial 
Governance Manual.  He also spent time 
with and assisted each executive committee 
member with budgeting and the overall 
understanding of the Club’s financial 
position and reports.

We had a focus this year on youth 
development and Clare Freakley and Tom 
Duffy were elected as joint Directors of this 

portfolio.  From the outset, they decided to 
make the portfolio as broad as possible, 
so they expanded “youth” to include U14s 
to U23s. 

They Introduced “female only” 
strengthening sessions for youth members, 
run by Sammy Wood and overall, there 
was amazing participation from our youth 
members in all domains, including Surf 
Sports, Education and Lifesaving
l Thirty members (U15-U17) achieved their 
Bronze Medallion.
l Mila McGettigan won SNB Junior 
Lifesaver of the Year (Freshwater has won 
five of the past six years in the female 
category).
l First year in many years the Club had 
competitors in every area of competition 
thanks to our youth members making a 
resurgence in beach and board riding.
l Various youth acting as coaches in board, 
ski, swim, first aid and beach.

Under the leadership of Jackie Phillips, 
our Education team were responsible 
for our members attaining 197 varied 
awards, earning 60 Bronze Medallions and 
completing some 535 Proficiencies.

The team also participated in community 
CPR training in collaboration with 
Freshwater Community Bank and thanks to 
Emily Lemlin, Kelly Dobrow and Deandra 
Godoy for volunteering their time to do this.

Mary-Louise Parkinson is our most recent 
addition to the Executive Committee, 
tackling the very difficult portfolio of 
Sponsorship and Marketing. It would be 
remiss of me not to commend Mary-Louise 
on an outstanding job over the season 
which saw us not only retain all our  
existing sponsors, but significantly add to 
their number.  

We had some outstanding results from 
the various carnivals, culminating in the 
Australian titles at Broadbeach on the Gold 
Coast in April. Gold medals were won by 
John de Mestre, Mike Kirkby, Sigi Hill, 
Andrew de Vries, Tahlia Dearden, Julia 
Baker, Ian Donald, Chris Tyrrell, Jarrad 
Freakley, Clare Freakley, Hugo Weston, 
Seb di Sano, Pat Kiely, Alan Burns, Jane 
Freakley, Libby Murphy, Lysa Kiely and 
Bec Kiely.  

Our new Junior Activity Committee 
Chairman, Paul McGettigan proved he was 
well up to the task and led this section of 
our Club with distinction.  Some highlights 
included:
• Seven hundred Nippers enrolled for 
the season.

l Twenty-five U14’s completed their SRC 
and advanced into patrols.
l Eleven Nippers selected in the SNB 
Branch High Performance Squad.
l Five Nippers selected for the SNB 
Interbranch team and helped SNB win the 
NSW Interbranch Championships.
l Eight Nipper parents completed their 
Bronze Medallion.
l Freshwater won the Branch Beach Junior 
Championships.
l Freshwater won the All Age Sprint Relay 
at State.
l Freshwater finished 16th at State.
l Josh Gedz was selected from the U14’s 
to represent NSW at the Surf Life Saving 
Australia Interstate Championships.
l Mila McGettigan was selected as SNB 
Branch Female Junior Lifesaver of the Year.
 
As always, the Harbord Hotel, with 
proprietors John Thorpe AM and Trish King 
and their general manager, Sean King, 
deserve special mention as the hotel has 
been our major sponsor for 42 years and 
we are so thankful for their generosity. 

Of course, we are also fortunate to have 
the support of Michael Phillips, general 
manager of the Harbord Diggers Club 
(part of the Mounties Group) and its 
Board of Directors, the local branch of the 
Community Bank, the Bendigo Bank our 
most recent major sponsor, Nature’s Care, 
the providers of the Healthy Care range of 
health related products and we trust their 
support will continue for many years 
to come.

Thanks to all the members of the Executive 
Committee and various Club members who 
provided me with support during the season 
and I look forward to seeing you all on the 
beach for the 2019-20 season.

FRESHWATER SLSC

Alan Burns - President
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SOUTH CURL CURL SLSC

What an epic year it was at South 
Curl Curl and it’s hard to believe we 
did so much in a single season.

 
Apart from the usual events, our first 
celebration was the 100th Anniversary Ball 
at International College of Management, 
Sydney (Manly) on September 1, 
2018. It was a memorable event, with 
representation from our own past going 
back to 60 years. The very next day back at 
the Club, we christened a new surf boat, the 
Kevin “Spook” Moffat. Kevin did his Bronze 
Medallion in 1965, and is still quite active in 
the Club today.

Planning for our 100th Anniversary Carnival 
started months in advance, and culminated 
with the event on October 20, 2018.

Amongst the many events was the famous 
Curly 1000 beach sprint, with prizemoney 
for both the fastest male and female 
sprinters. Many dignitaries were entertained 
on the Clubhouse deck in perfect 
conditions. Thanks to everyone involved in 
making it a special day for South Curly.

As in past years, our cadets had an annual 
start of season trip up north to Treachery 
at Seal Rocks. By all accounts this was a 
successful venture and helps to motivate 
this group to be involved while doing the 
activities they enjoy.

Operationally, this past season we ran with 
25 patrols, with each rostered patrol being 
a half day. Each patrol completes five or six 
half-day patrols for the season. I would like 
to personally thank everyone who put in the 
hours and kept our beach open and safe.
 
In the 2018-19 season, we had 380 junior 
members, and 30 cadets. Our 274 patrolling 
members makes us the eighth strongest 
Club on the northern beaches based on 
patrol numbers.

The involvement of Nipper parents, plus 
the progression of Nippers through to 
cadets, juniors and seniors is one of the 
most significant reasons why our Club is 
so sound, and such a great place to be 
involved. This year was especially good, 
with not only Age Managers, parents and 
cadets becoming bronze holders but also 
former Nippers now rowing surf boats 
as well.

Our Education and Training continued 
soundly under management of Mike Le 
Geyt. The effort he puts in is amazing, 
and the team all worked well together. 
Special mention to Sue Hanley and Natalie 

Neary for their work with the bronze 
squads. My personal thanks to the entire 
training group, as they just keep making our 
standards higher.

As many would already be aware, South 
Curly is widely known for competition in surf 
boats. This year was as good as ever. Our 
experienced sweeps are leading new crews 
on to great heights and winning against 
much older and more experienced crews.

At the State Championships we achieved 
two golds, plus one at the ASRL carnival. 
At the Aussies, we cleaned up in the new 
short course event by taking gold for 
both men and women. Our U19 girls also 
took out gold in their final, and when you 
consider they are young enough to compete 
in the same event for another two years you 
get to realise what a special achievement 
this was.

Our Ripper Nipper program continued, 
and I would like to thank Mona Vale SLSC 
for hosting the Rippers carnival again. 
This is clearly a growing and successful 
event. Many thanks to all the dedicated 
parents and helpers who make this such a 
wonderful event.

Each year South Curl Curl hosts an Ocean 
Swim from South Curl Curl to Freshwater. 
This year we had perfect conditions which 
saw 215 competitors across four starts. I 
would like to commend all those involved in 
organising this event for their great work.

This year saw a newly created Ocean 
Swim called the ‘Toby Flemming Swim 
Towards Wellness’ grow from last year’s 
14 swimmers to 50 swimmers this year. It 
also became an officially recognised SLS 
event for the first time. The swim was from 
Shelly Beach at Manly to South Curl Curl, a 
distance of around 4km.

Rather than being a race, it is a community 
event with the primary objectives of raising 

awareness and funds to support those 
battling depression and mental health 
challenges. Following the swim, all were 
invited to the Clubhouse for lunch and to 
listen to some interesting guest speakers.

This event is expected to continue 
and grow.

Another unusual event for our Club this 
year was a cricket day. It was inspiring to 
see how many got involved and the strange 
combination of unusual dress with some 
serious competition.

Finally, I need to thank our sponsors, who 
have been instrumental not just in helping 
purchase essential equipment but also in 
being involved in and around our Club.

 The most significant of these is Freshwater 
Community Bank, a branch of Bendigo 
Bank. They have continued to support 
us for many years now, and we really 
appreciate the close working relationship.

Also contributing is Allan Hall Business 
Advisors who sponsor the Ocean Swim, 
Sydney Beach Homes and Seven 
Miles Coffee.

Graeme Dominish - President
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All patrolling members are to be 
congratulated on a job well done in 
maintaining our Club’s proud record 

of ‘no lives lost’ whilst patrols were on duty 
during the 2018-19 season.

This has been the case for the past 97 
seasons and the plan is to keep this proud 
tradition moving into the future.

Our patrols have shown total dedication 
in getting the job done and providing our 
community with a highly professional 
volunteer service. All members can be 
justifiably proud, each of the patrols with 
many and varied incidents that were 
handled in a truly professional manner.

With patrols and protecting our beach as 
the highest priority for us as a Club, we 
need to ensure our patrol members are 
equipped with the best equipment and skills 
required to perform their task.

We began the season with a patrol 
leadership program where all Patrol 
Captains and Vice-Captains attended a one 
day workshop. During the event, our senior 
patrol members gained the required skills to 
help them perform their role better.

In addition to investing in our members, we 
also invested in the continued upgrading 
of our patrol equipment. During the past 
summer, we purchased new rescue boards 
and a new ATV.

Thanks to our Club sponsors for their kind 
donations and support over the years and 
to the members who have made the past 
three years so enjoyable. Our achievements 
over the year were substantial.

The Club’s three main fundraisers were 
once again quite successful. Our 3-Points 
Challenge was held on the first Saturday in 
December, the Golf Day in the Christmas/
New Year break and our Jelly Bean Jam 
night in late February.  Special mention 
and thanks to Louis Tassone, Glenn Slater 
and Lucy Russell. They were the individual 
champions for the staging of these events.

While our competition results were lean this 
year in the senior and masters ranks, our 
juniors had another excellent year.

Our juniors won the SNB Branch point 
score and were very competitive at the 
State Championships.

We saw Olivia Clues, Dom Melbourn and 
Sam Higgs (under 12s) represent the 
Branch for the first time, while Isaac Crews, 
Georgie Prowse and Madeleine Wallace 
were members of the winning Branch team 
at the NSW Interbranch Championships at 
Black Head in December. This all reflects 
the great work of our Junior Activities team.

Charli Brown became the Club’s first ever 
female to take out the Branch open female 
surf race at just 16. Congratulations to all 
those competitors who wear the green and 
gold with such pride.

NORTH CURL CURL SLSC

Dave Wymer - President

 I welcomed the new office bearers to the 
Junior Activities Committee and the new 
Director of Junior Activities Warren Hodge. 
Warren took over from Natalia Salzberg. 
Thanks Natalia for your commitment and 
efforts over the past two years.

I extend our sincere appreciation and 
thanks to both Federal and State 
Governments, as well as our National 
and State (surf lifesaving) bodies and 
their partners for their continued funding 
assistance.

For us, of course, the most important 
supporters are the Club sponsors. Without 
their funding we would undoubtedly fall 
way short in the maintaining of the level of 
community service that we provide.

I would like to thank David Murray (former 
SLSNSW President), SNB Branch 
President Doug Menzies, Branch Executive 
and CEO Steve McInnes and the Branch 
staff for all their assistance.

I also thank Northern Beaches Council and 
lifeguards who assisted the Club in our 
community endeavours.

I am looking forward to seeing you all on 
the beach in the 2019-20 season.
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DEE WHY SLSC

Dee Why Surf Life Saving Club had 
another successful patrolling season 
and the Club is pleased to report that 

there was no loss of life on Dee Why Beach 
during the 2018-19 season.

It was an excellent season with both our 
new Club Captain, Matt Molinia and CTO, 
Emily Buckle, having a positive impact on 
patrols, beach management and training by 
introducing new processes and enhancing 
communications within the patrols and 
training groups.

Patrols were well attended with numbers 
increasing from the previous season and 
fewer no-shows due to the new processes 
and communication protocols being well 
adopted by Patrol Captains and patrolling 
members. 

Patrol Captains welcomed Matt’s hands 
on approach passing on his experience 
and knowledge. There has also been a 
focus on getting all patrols familiar with the 
Operations App to enable better 
statistic gathering and efficient entry of data 
in Surfguard.

Emily Buckle made an impact in her first 
season as CTO with numbers for new 
Bronze Medallion candidates, SRC’s and 
skill enhancements all on the increase. 
Emily has introduced a personal approach 
developing good team communication and 
comradery. Each new bronze graduate 
now receives their own personally 
monogrammed welcome booklet with 
everything they need to know about the 
Club, processes and people.

The season concluded with an end of 
season “Brazilian” BBQ on the last day of 
patrol. The event was very well attended 
and courtesy of two of our Brazilian 
patrolling members everyone was treated 
to an authentic Brazilian BBQ which is still 
being raved about.

Congratulations to both Leon Pearson and 
Suzumi Partridge who were DYSLSC’s 
finalists in the Sydney Northern Beaches 
Junior Lifesaver of the Year competition.

This is a fantastic achievement for both 
Suzumi, Leon and the Club to have such 
great representatives and we’re incredibly 
proud that Leon went on to win the Branch 
award in the male category.

It was a year to remember and cherish for 
our boaties. Our boaties went to Aussies on 

the Gold Coast with two crews, one boat, 
one sweep and a dream and returned with 
gold after the open men’s crew won their 
final, the open female crew were fifth in the 
women’s final and the same crew won gold 
in the masters 160 years.

The experience, commitment, resilience 
and patience of the sweep for both the 
crews, Shaun Stacey, gave the crews the 
opportunity to train and develop their skills 
to compete in big surf conditions. Shaun 
has dedicated countless hours towards 
developing the surfboat community within 
the Club and he deserves no less than the 
Australian Championship title of 2019.
.
The crews were: ‘Gorgonites’ Open Male 
- Harrison Selby, Jay Yeomans, Jason 
Rowe, Chris Mackinnon, sweep Shaun 
Stacey. ‘Double Bleck’ Open Female crew 
- Lyndsay Dowsett, Robyn Moore, Nicky 
Daley, Alex Salier, sweep Shaun Stacey.

I would like to thank Reilly and Sons Food 
Services for their ongoing sponsorship, and 
a special mention to the late Steve ‘Beaver’ 
Reilly who was without doubt, with us in 
spirit as we succeeded in taking out the 
2019 Australian National Titles Premiership. 
This was a very emotional win and to 
see the Reilly boat hoisted high in the 
Convention Centre was a fitting tribute.

On behalf of the Dee Why Surf Life Saving 
Club I would like to express my appreciation 
to everyone involved with and supporting 
our Club, the committee, the members and 

their families, the sponsors, Branch staff, 
Assessors, Officials, our fellow Clubs, the 
Council lifeguards and all those who have 
supported us throughout the year. Thanks 
to you this has been a successful year and I 
look forward to seeing you all again 
next season.

Thank you to all our sponsors: Dee Why 
RSL, Reilly & Sons Food Services, Upstate 
Real Estate, Victory Finance Group, Apex 
Signs, Beaches Sea-Doo & Can-am, Molly’s 
Cradle Wines, Wavescope, Icon Homes, 
Early Learning Services, Active Auto, URM.

Hugh Long - President
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Peter Kinsey - President

Long Reef SLSC enjoyed another 
excellent year, providing our unique 
brand of truly world class purely 

voluntary beach management and rescue 
services to our local community. 

Our patrols were always well staffed with 
highly qualified surf life savers and excellent 
quality rescue and first aid equipment was 
on hand for any occasion when it was 
needed. We delivered slightly more than 
6000 person hours of patrols which is a 
credit to each and every member of our 
organisation and, in particular, our Club 
Captain, Nick Hadzipasic. 

Our Nipper program continues to expand 
and provide outstanding opportunities for 
more than 500 of our younger members to 
grow and develop as good 
community citizens.

Nippers provide them with the chance to 
develop a love for and appreciation for the 
ocean environment, combined with the skills 
to be safe and assist others when required.

The team behind the Long Reef Nippers is 
nothing short of excellent and I would like to 
bring particular attention to the dedication 
and enthusiasm of two of our younger 
members Mackenzie Davie and Hanna 
Clare, who respectively coordinated the 
water safety and overall on beach 
Nippers scheduling.

Combine this with 50 or more Age 
Managers, BBQ coordinators and water 
safety personnel and you start to gain an 
appreciation of what a magnificent team 
effort creates our Nippers Program.

Naturally, our partners The Free Range 
Butcher and Mountain Fresh Juices are very 
much a part of the success of our Nippers 
Program and, as President, it is extremely 
satisfying to share high quality healthy 
Australian products with our members.

The season 2018-2019 has finally seen the 
Long Reef Surf Club redevelopment reach 
the stage where it is looking like we will have 
construction begin at the end of the 2019-
2020 season and so there is light at the end 
of what has been a very long tunnel.

This long overdue redevelopment would not 
have occurred without the help of a large 
number of people.
 
Firstly, I cannot thank Rob Pearson enough 
for the dedication he has shown over many 

years in pushing the redevelopment through.
Secondly, to Brad Hazzard (local State 
member) for arranging a NSW State 
Government Grant of $3 million and to our 
own Club member Jason Falinski (Federal 
local member) for arranging a $1.9 million 
Federal Government Grant. These two 
significant amounts mean that our new 
Clubhouse is now fully funded.

Thirdly, to the Northern Beaches Councillors 
and, in particular Mayor Michael Regan, 
Deputy Mayor Sue Heins, and Councillors 
Rory Amon and Vincent De Luca.

Fourthly, to the staff of the Northern 
Beaches Council.

Fifthly, to Steve Pearce CEO of SLSNSW 
who spoke so elegantly on the Club’s behalf 
at the Council meeting where the project got 
the green light.

Without the assistance and help of all the 
above and a large number of other Club 
members, we would not be where we 
are today.

On the competition front we had a number 
of boat crews competing this year and a 

number of junior members all competed with 
distinction in both open and masters 
beach competition.

Lastly, I cannot thank enough our other 
major sponsor Arthouse Hotel and the staff 
of Branch, SLSNSW and SLSA whose 
support makes our Club function as well as 
it does.

LONG REEF SLSC
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Greg Broome - President

It was another busy and interesting 
year  at Collaroy. Busy in that as our 
community, both local and from greater 

Sydney, realise that our precinct has a great 
deal to offer for people with disabilities and 
numbers of visitors are increasing.

This will continue to grow as the Northern 
Beaches Council plan to build a ramp to the 
beach from the promenade so more people 
can access the sand and surf.

We also have a large number of visitors 
from non-English speaking backgrounds 
who visit Collaroy to use the surrounding 
parklands and pool as well as the beach 
with a perception that it is a safe area        
to swim.

As we know this is not always the case and 
the significant increase in drownings last 
summer is testimony to this.

A changing demographic increases the 
workload on patrols and equipment.

More so the skills of our patrolling members 
are tested dealing with visitors having a 
limited knowledge of surf safety.

This allows us, as a Club and community 
organisation, to educate people and in turn 
hopefully reduce the need for our rescue 
services.

We continue to be heavily involved in 
community events such as the Cliffside Fun 
Run, the inaugural 24 hour marathon swim, 
both raising awareness and funds for men’s 
mental health. Support for local and out 
of area community groups with use of our 
facilities and training such as our program 
with second year doctors from Notre Dame 
University continue and are indeed now part 
of our season calendar.

Some of the highlights of the past      
season were:

l Boaties to the Bush food drop in 
conjunction with Team Rubicon and     
Manly LSC.

This initiative saw a community collection of 
food loaded into four surf boats and driven 
in convoy to Dubbo with generous fuel 
support from CT Freight.

There, Team Rubicon coordinated logistics 
whereby those who went out worked on 
some properties for a few days helping 
where they could.

On the Saturday night, a dinner was 
held attended by many local farmers and 

dignitaries, including our then President of 
Surf Life Saving NSW, David Murray.

On his way home, David called and briefed 
me on the dinner and project up to that 
point and said he has never been prouder 
to be a surf lifesaver. He told the dinner 
audience that as surf lifesavers, if someone 
puts there hand up for help we are there be 
it in the water or in the bush.

One of our members came home and told 
me what she experienced changed her life.

We need to keep innovating and coming 
up with experiences that change people’s 
lives. If we can keep doing that what a great 
legacy we leave as an organisation and  
surf  lifesavers.

l Our community banded together to take 
on the Roads and Maritime Services (RMS) 
who had a proposal to put in seven day 
clearways from Manly Vale to Mona Vale, 
removing all daytime parking spaces along 
that Pittwater Road corridor.

Collaroy SLSC joined forces with local 
business and the community, challenged 
the proposal on the grounds that the loss of 
parking impacted unfairly on business, local 
amenity and our ability to provide effective 
patrols to protect beachgoers.

With more than 1000 local submissions, the 
support of Northern Beaches Council and 
all local State MPs, we were able to have 
this proposal withdrawn. A great win for 
local community and common sense.

l We came away from the Australian 
Championships on the Gold Coast with 
two gold medals in the opens. The Bears 
(men’s team) took out the march past, 
with defending champions Collaroy Ladies 
collecting bronze. And what a great effort by 
our Open Mixed 5 Person R and R team to 
take gold in their event.

l A huge congratulations to Collaroy 
stalwart Bob Langbein receiving an OAM 
in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List for 
his services to surf life saving. 

Our Club continues to be successful due 
to the dedication of a committed Executive, 
Committee, Trainers, Coaches and our 
rank and file members who either proudly 
patrol our beach or support the Club in 
various ways.

I thank each and everyone of you.

Our dedicated and generous sponsors 
continue to provide support which allows 
us to provide the best rescue equipment 
available. We cannot thank you enough.

We look forward to another great season 
in 2019-20.

COLLAROY SLSC
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SOUTH NARRABEEN SLSC

It was especially pleasing to see the South 
Narrabeen beach ‘return’ to normal after 
nearly two years of disruption. We are 

grateful to Northern Beaches Council for the 
many tons of sand and their engineers who 
created the correct sloping profile for the 
beach to be retained.

We fulfilled our lifesaving commitment with 
another year of ‘NO LIVES LOST’.  To each 
member of our patrol teams and,  on behalf 
of your Club and community, I would like to 
say thank you for  a job well done. 
 
We welcomed back the ‘Bush to South 
Narrabeen Beach’ program during the 
2018-19 season. The event attracted a lot 
of media interest for both the children and 
the Brewarrina region. I would like to thank 
all the many volunteers, including other SLS 
Clubs who participated to achieving 
this success. 

During the season I was involved in a 
number of committees to further the Club’s 
development and I thank all the members 
who contributed so much of their time to the 
various tasks. 

The Building Sub Committee: It again 
worked tirelessly, in particular Life Member 
Tony Haven AM and Distinguished Member 
Charles Longley. They spent many hours 
devoting their time to the continued upgrade 
of our building. And now three out of 
four major building works projects have 
progressed to final approval by Council and 
funding has been secured. 

Honours and Awards Sub Committee: 
It’s an honour to be able to recognise 
members who have and continue to offer 
support to our Club. Nominations were 
made for review. Congratulations to Simon 
Learmouth who is the recipient of an 
Honour Blazer. 

Club Committee: It consists of dedicated 
members who help guide the Club through 
Lifesaving, financial, legal, building and 
many, many other matters. 

However, this past season, we were not 
able to fulfil the roles of Director of Surf 
Sports & Director of Member Services. 
While this is not a satisfactory position to be 
in, it has meant that our smaller team has 
needed to work harder to achieve a 
similar result. 

Grants: We have finally been successful in 
securing some major grants . In particular, 
the NSW Government’s Surf Club Facilities 
Grant which will contribute to 
building works.

Patrols: The Club is indebted to our 
seven patrols who were rostered on for full 
day patrols.

The leadership of the Patrol Captains, 
teamwork, dedication and water skills 
were essential in keeping the beach safe 
and proudly represented the Club each 
weekend.  To Richard Dowling, Sam 
Warner, Grant Shapcott, Peter Madden, 
Sarah Oaten, Simon Learmonth ,James 
Ryburn and Martin Hayward a job 
well done.

Also a special mention to member Warwick 
Blackman for the many hours he works in 
the control room at SurfCom. Well done to 
all you guys.

We were saddened by the passing of Steve 
‘Beaver’ Reilly. Steve was a major sponsor 
of the Club for many years. He was a 
generous supporter of surf life saving and 
he will be sadly missed.

The Club’s Presentation Night was very well 
supported and I would like to congratulate 
two members in particular: Bianca Sparks, 
who was awarded Patrol Person of the 
Year and Most Outstanding Cadet and  Life 
Member Sarah Oaten, who received the 
President’s Award.

Thank you Sarah for your continued support 
at the Club, Branch and Sub Committees. 
The amount of work that you do each 

season is significant. Your willingness 
to participate and contribute in all Club 
activities and your commitment to the Club 
and its future is greatly appreciated. 

Finally, to all our volunteers from patrolling 
members, Nipper committee, parents, Club 
committee, sub committees, Bush to Beach 
team and friends of South Narrabeen, 
I thank you for your dedication and support 
during the season. We have together 
served our community well by keeping 
beachgoers safe.

Martin Hayward - President
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The 2018-19 season saw 125 active 
patrolling members from Narrabeen 
Beach SLSC spend 5,153 hours 

volunteering on the beach where they carried 
out 15 rescues, 57 first aid treatments and 
730 preventive actions. 

Thank you to all our hard-working Club 
members for their ongoing dedication 
and service to the community, as well as 
the ongoing support provided by Sydney 
Northern Beaches Branch during the 55th 
year of Narrabeen Beach SLSC.

Lifesaving and Education

As the season got underway, our lifesaving 
patrol roster consisted of 11 experienced 
patrols, thanks to the efforts of our Director 
of Lifesaving, Greg Gillespie. Greg 
being in his second year on the Board of 
Management, and the 21st year of patrol 
service at Narrabeen Beach, has done a 
great job in maintaining our high standard of 
lifesaving service.  

Combined with Rob Cook, as Director of 
Education, we saw our members increase 
their skillset by achieving 65 new awards, 
covering all aspects of surf lifesaving. Some 
highlights included:

l Four Silver Medallion IRB Drivers 
(SMIRBD) with two of these drivers being 
female completing the arduous requirements 
for this award, has resulted in a huge boost 
to our patrol strength.
l A total of 12 new IRB Crew (IRBC) 
Awards, with nine of these candidates being 
our every strengthening Narra Water Rats 
youth members, again a huge boost to patrol 
capability. 
l A huge input yet again by our Narra 
Water Rats transitioning from SRC cadets 
into Bronze Medallion holders, and forming 
the bulk, yet again, of new award holders, 
indicating a healthy outlook for our patrol 
strength in the future. 
l SLSNSW facilitated courses resulted in 
highest ever First Aid and ART awards this 
past season, contributing significantly to 
ability to field all mandatory awards 
across patrols.  
l Increasing of our training capabilities 
with probationary Trainers Ella Cook and 
Jordan Howard, and one newly endorsed 
Trainer, Will McInnes, also voted for the 
second year running, Clubbie of the Year for 
his significant contributions in all areas of 
lifesaving operations. 

We continue to celebrate many long serving 
members at Narrabeen Beach SLSC, with 
seven members recognised for five-year 
patrol service, four members having reached 
10 years of service, and the following 

members deserving special mention, having 
reached outstanding milestones during their 
lifesaving careers. 

l Eli Ball and Fiona Russell for 15 years of 
patrol service.
l Life Member Graham Cook, having 
achieved an impressive 30 years of patrol 
service, with a well-deserved standing 
ovation at our Club Presentation Night.

An outstanding achievement by all, and we 
look forward to many more years of service 
from these fine members, who continue to 
give their time so willingly.

Narra Water Rats 

An ongoing highlight for us at Narrabeen 
Beach is the growth of our Narra Water 
Rats youth lifesaving program where 
numbers yet again grew to 54 dedicated 
young lifesavers. This membership category 
contributes significantly to make up 45 per 
cent of our patrolling strength. Narra Water 
Rats contributed to the success of Bush to 
Beach program at our neighbour Club South 
Narrabeen during January, 2019.

Our Narra Water Rats season commenced 
with the devastating news of the suicide 
death, of one of our youth members, Thomas 
Walsh. He started in Nippers and became 
an active patrolling member on Patrol 10. 
It brings home to all of us, the reality of the 
mental health crisis among our youth.
I am extremely proud of our Club and youth 
coordinators, on banding together with the 
support of the SNB TIPS Team to process 
this news. Our hearts go out to the Walsh 
family and we thank the friends and family 
of Tom Walsh, whom donations enabled 
the purchase of a new rescue board now 
titled “The Thomas Walsh” in remembrance 
of Tom and his outstanding 10 years 
membership at Narrabeen Beach. We 
continue to support the Walsh family through 
their, and our grief. 

Finally, a big congratulations to Olivia 
Gillespie, an SRC patrolling member, whom 
was also recognised as our Patrol Person 
of the Year, contributing the highest patrol 
hours, being 92 hours. Well done Olivia. 

Nippers

Narrabeen’s 175 Junior and Associate 
members also had a great season and 
I congratulate our Director of Youth 
Development, Brett Worne, along with all 
the enthusiastic Nippers who participated 
each week and attained their relevant junior 
participation and competition skill 
evaluation awards. 
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NARRABEEN BEACH SLSC

Narrabeen Beach juniors also had 
representatives at the State Championships. 
By all accounts they were outstanding 
representatives for our Club.

Special Mention to the Junior Clubbie of 
the Year, Xavier Gillespie, for his strong 
contribution, including obtaining his SRC 
award, in his final year of juniors. We look 
forward to Xavier’s ongoing development as 
a lifesaver. 

Surf Sports

In Surf Sports our members competed 
with distinction in Club, Branch and State 
Championships. We also hosted our annual 
Ocean Swim during November, 2018, 
along with our traditional Junior Carnival in 
January, 2019. 

Special thanks to those members who again 
made outstanding contributions as carnival 
officials: 

l Stephen Price, Matt Price, Ross Tester, 
Gary Foster, Kaz Marks and Andrew Bain, 
as well as all those members (and friends) 
whose efforts made all these events 
possible. 
l A very special thank you also to Wayne 
Schwebel for again organising and running 
our Ocean Swim last year.

Sydney Northern Beaches (SLSSNB) 
Branch Contributions

Narrabeen Beach SLSC thanks their 
members contributing outside their own Club 
at SLSSNB Branch level including:

l Club Assessors - Rob Cook, Doug Lucas 
(dual member of Palm Beach), Kaz Marks 
(dual member of Bilgola SLSC), Matt 
Murphy, Paul O’Keefe and Richard Whipp.
l SNB Membership Development Board  – 
Ella Cook. 
l SNB Duty Officers - Rob Cook and 
Doug Lucas. 
l PWC Operators - Alex Buckton and 
Josh Buckton.
l TIPS Support Team - Kaz Marks. 

We thank all for their service to SNB Branch, 
going over and above their own Club 
commitments.

Special thanks also to the staff and sponsors 
of SNB Branch for their generous support 
and assistance. 

Member Recognition 

A special mention to all Narrabeen Beach 
nominees to the following Sydney Northern 
Beaches Branch Awards of Excellence. 

Tracey Lake - President

Young Lifesaver of the Year: D’Arcy Worne, 
a fine young lifesaver who after obtaining her 
Bronze Medallion, has also completed the 
IRBC award and was recognised for her very 
significant contribution to the running of our 
Junior Club operations.  

Patrol Captain of the Year, Tony Fitzgibbon, 
coupled with Tony being awarded my 
President’s Award in recognition of his 
contributions not only to patrolling, but the 
quiet background maintenance of all of our 
boards and for gear inspection. 

Young Volunteer of the Year, Olivia 
Gillespie, recognised not only for the highest 
number of member patrol hours, but also 
in recognition of Olivia’s continued help at 
all Narrabeen Beach hosted carnivals, and 
provision of water safety during Nippers and 
many other valuable contributions around 
the Club. 

Patrol Team of the Year: P6 (The Top Guns) 
a patrol lead by Patrol Captain Will McInnes, 
with very enthusiastic members earning 
many awards, including four members on 
committees within the Club and one BOM 
member being Director of Finance Luke 
Alcock. P6 also sent four of their members 
to the start of season State Conference, 
bringing back much needed information on 
how to transition our Club for the future. 

Last, but certainly not least, I would also 
like to acknowledge the extraordinary 
contribution that has been made by Ian 
Harper over the years. Ian has been a 
patrolling member at Narrabeen for 27 
years, and has been nominated for Life 
Membership to be endorsed at our AGM.

Financials

Narrabeen Beach SLSC’s financial position 
remains very sound with stewardship of the 
Club’s commercial activities transitioning 
to new Director of Finance, Luke Alcock. 
The Club is also thankful for additional 

assistance by way of grants, such as the 
Federal Government Beach Equipment 
Safety Fund (BESF), and 7NEWS – both 
have contributed much needed funds to 
purchase vital IRB motors. 

Sponsors

The support of our sponsors enables us 
to purchase essential equipment for our 
lifesaving operations, along with ensuring 
all lifesaving and training equipment is up to 
date.

Narrabeen Beach would like to thank our 
major Club sponsors - Dee Why RSL, 
7NEWS, Bakers Delight, Warriewood and 
the Commonwealth Bank. We also thank 
Club supporters Frame Us, located at North 
Manly, for their contribution of frames/awards 
for our top 10 patrolling members and 
memorial frame for Thomas Walsh.  

Without the support of our major Club and 
Branch sponsors we could not provide such 
an outstanding community service.

My personal thanks also to my fellow Board 
of Management members who have done a 
magnificent job over the past 12 months. 
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NORTH NARRABEEN SLSC

North Narrabeen SLSC completed 
a successful 2018-19 season,        
maintaining ‘NO LIVES LOST’ as our 

banner headline.
 
Life Saving Director, Michael Rees-Evans, 
faultlessly led our patrol members, in 
his premier season, in a manner which 
was of the highest standard. I provide 
this assessment, based on 60 years of 
experience, to support my opinion. Michael 
also positively contributed to many other 
aspects of our Club’s day-to-day activities.

The Junior Activity section of our Club is 
extremely strong, due to the very hard 
work and efforts of its Officials. We have a 
large number of graduates from the Junior 
Activities Group in our patrols, as well as 
many of their parents.

We conducted a very successful SNB 
Branch Junior Championship Beach 
Carnival, and are looking forward to 
repeating this in the future.

Gordy Coburn and Steve Haggett instructed 
many new members in obtaining their 
Bronze Medallion awards, also the Surf 
Rescue Certificate award to our Under 14 
members. Gordy and Steve also provided 
instruction in the use of defibrillators to Club 
members, café staff and the public.

First Aid competitors performed splendidly, 
and this has had an inspirational 
effect on our younger members.  First 
Aid competitions, which were held at 
our Club, made an impression on the 
patrons attending our café, and this only 
strengthens the support which the public 
have for the surf lifesaving movement.

The boat section had a busy season 
and our crews competed enthusiastically 
at all carnivals. We anticipate continued 
improvement from our ‘boaties’ 
next season.
 
The State Board Riding Championships 
was another plus in our season, with the 
local Board Riders Club assisting in the 
running of the events.

Our gymnasium had a complete make-over 
and, along with an extremely generous 
donation of equipment, is considered to 
be one of the best in Narrabeen, a mecca 
of gymnasia. City Tatts were the donors of 
the equipment and our members are very 
appreciative of this gesture.

Membership has risen over the past 10 
years in most categories and it lessens 
the pressure on our patrolling members. In 
particular, we continue to develop a healthy 
number of new bronze holders from the 
parents of our junior members. Our Officials 
from the junior section, under the direction 
of Chairman Richard Jessup and past 
Chairman John Penny are the driving forces 
behind this success.

Thanks to Steve McInnes, who diligently 
searched Surfguard, we have had 
presented, to many of our members, the 
Premier’s Volunteer Awards. This included 
five members with the 25-Year-Award, five 
with the 40-Year-Award, and five with state 
finalist awards.
  
At our next Annual General Meeting, we will 
see one  40-Year-Long Service Award, one 
50-Year- Long Service Award, and three 
60-Year-Long Service Awards presented. 
There are big plans for making our 
Clubhouse better than ever. A cabana is to 
be erected on our eastern deck, and this will 
encourage the public to support our Club.

My sincere thanks and appreciation 
goes to each and every Official and to 
staff members of Surf Life Saving Sydney 

Northern Beaches. Your advice, support 
and organisational skills are 
really appreciated.

I also thank Northern Beaches Council.  I 
believe the enhanced support you show 
and give to our surf life saving Clubs is 
invaluable. A huge thank you to CEO Ray 
Brownlee and Mayor Michael Regan.

Jim Shearer - President
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Warriewood SLSC is going from 
strength to strength. Our Club 
is growing, this past season 

our Juniors and lifesavers increased in 
numbers, building the future of the Club.

 The committee set their collective minds to 
sustainable growth across all areas of the 
Club and we are proud to report that we 
have achieved this together in the 2018-19 
season as is reflected in our results. Thank 
you all for your commitment, dedication and 
fun that made the season great.

The Surf Club building works to upgrade the 
patrol and first aid room are in progress with 
an intended completion in August, 2019.

This is funded by the NSW Government 
Surf Club Facilities Grant and Warriewood 
SLSC. We are also working closely with 
Northern Beaches Council to develop 
a master plan for the Club building. Full 
community consultation will be undertaken 
this calendar year and we encourage all 
those interested to participate to ensure we 
have a community Club that meets 
our needs. 

Stand out members of the 2018-19 
committee are Simeon Haddad, our 
Club Captain and John Dulieu, our Chief 
Training Officer. I would like to acknowledge 
and thank you for your time, effort and 
professionalism that you have contributed 
over the season.

Patrol performance
Patrol performance has improved 
significantly. This is primarily due to the 
leadership of our Club Captain Simeon 
Haddad. He diligently worked to change 
the culture of our patrol members, 
increasing commitment, motivation and 
professionalism. This is reflected in our 
patrol performance, member numbers and 
increased member awards over the season.

Warriewood  had 261 patrolling members 
perform volunteer work on the beach 
this year which was boosted just before 
Christmas with 38 SRC’s and 24 new 
Bronzies. Simeon, our Club Captain, 
encouraged patrolling members to up-skill 
and gain more awards.

The Surf Rescue Certificate was run in 
parallel with Nippers as the under 14’s 
program and pathway to being a cadet.

Warriewood’s patrolling contingent 
increased with 60 new members (Bronze 
and SRC).  Our patrolling numbers are 
increasing not decreasing. This is largely 
due to the change in culture to our Club 
and Simo’s persistence to ongoing 
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WARRIEWOOD SLSC

improvements to Lifesaving standards. This 
year we saw a significant increase in the 
number of Under 21’s obtain SMBM, IRB 
Crew, IRB Driver, Spinal and First 
Aid Awards. 

Due to its location, Warriewood SLSC 
patrolling members attend to Paraglider 
incidents. Simo worked with Branch this 
year to run a successful simulation to 
develop training scenarios, which is quite 
specialised when attempting a rescue on 
the cliff or in the water with a parachute 
attached. This training package will be a 
shared resource between all SNB Clubs 
that may deal with this type of incident.

Nipper performance and increasing 
numbers 
Mark O’Connell, Warriewood SLSC Junior 
President, excelled in his leadership again 
this season. He led the Junior Committee 
with energy and inspiration to give our 
kids the best time on the beach and the 
opportunity to learn many things along 
the way to manage the surf and care for 
those around them. This year we saw 
Nipper numbers increase with a total of 427 
participating in our 20 week program. The 
smiles were everywhere, the Nippers, the 
Age Managers, patrols and our much loved 
water safety contingent making it 
all possible.
 
Mark and Mel O’Connell (Club Registrar) 
are pivotal in organising and delivery of the 
annual Cadet Camp weekend held at Shoal 
Bay. This past season we had increased 
numbers again of more than 30 cadets, we 
all had a fun and tough time training on the 
headland and splashing about in the bay.
  
Education 
Warriewood SLSC had 132 people put 
through SLS Education Courses this year, 
which is a significant 42 per cent increase.

And 49 per cent of those who undertook a 
course this year were under the age of 21 
which shows a significant investment in our 
younger generation and the future of the 
Club and surf life saving.
  
For numerous years, Warriewood SLSC 
has used paid personnel to train their SRC 
candidates. This past season, John Dulieu, 
our new Chief Training Officer, worked 
with Sydney Northern Beaches Branch to 
innovate and improve the course delivery.

The new approach was agreed that would 
allow the program to be run in house for all 
under 14’s during the allocated Nipper time 
slot (saving dollars), upskilling new Trainers 
and assisting other Clubs to upskill new 
Trainers. The participating Probationary 

Trainers were mentored (helping to 
resource the program) by a lead Trainer 
being signed off this past season and not 
have to wait until the following season.
By training the 38 SRC candidates prior 
to Christmas, Warriewood SLSC was able 
to boost patrolling numbers for the holiday 
period. A lot of these kids had parents 
already on patrol and were committed to 
helping to keep Warriewood Beach safe 
once they had gained their Surf Rescue 
Certificate.
 
This change has been extremely successful 
for the Club, parents and all the kids who 
participated. One of the best outcomes is 
that there is a tight bond that has formed 
with this particular group of kids and they 
have given countless hours of water safety 
for Nippers and other events run by the 
Club. They are also our next contingent of 
‘cadets’ and are already looking forward 
to the annual Cadet Camp being held in 
September in Shoal Bay.
 
Chieftain Challenge Ocean Swim Run event
Our most successful event yet! This year 
Warriewood changed the date for the 
Chieftain Challenge to early December to 
try and increase numbers, and we did!

This year we attracted 115 entries and had 
challenging conditions for competitors, 
water safety and beach marshals.  The 
course was again a series of short swims 
and runs, beginning at Mona Vale basin and 
finishing on the south end of Warriewood 
Beach.

The organising team managed the event 
from end to end which involved numerous 
hours of planning and coordination to cover 
the administration, promotion, event day 
logistics and collateral, competent water 
safety and Patrol Captains manning each 
check point on the course. It is one of 
those events that bring our Club members 
together to deliver a fantastic race for the 
community.

This event was also supported by Sydney 
Northern Beaches Branch Event Safety 
Officer, Glenn Tolan, providing oversight 
and assurance for the event.

Community event: ‘Know your 
Neighbour on Warriewood Beach’
Warriewood is committed to our local 
community and we look for new ways to 
reach out and engage to share our beautiful 
beach and Club facility. Warriewood 
SLSC was successful in securing funding 
from Northern Beaches Council under 
Community and Cultural Development 
grants initiative.

Jen Spencer - President

With this funding we ran the ‘Know your 
Neighbour on Warriewood Beach’ with 
the objective to building new relationships 
with local community members - our 
‘Neighbours’. Increased participation in 
healthy and informative activities including: 
Surf awareness and skills; learn to surf; 
beach volleyball; and a tour of the local 
headland and surrounds.
 
This aligned with the NBC Strategic Plan 
(goal nine) to promote a healthy, active 
lifestyle on Warriewood Beach for those 
less familiar. As well as contributing to goal 
12 by demonstrating our community is 
friendly and supportive.

Sponsorship, Fundraising and Grants
This year Warriewood SLSC secured 
$48,000 from the NSW Government Surf 
Club Facilities Grant with another 25 per 
cent being allocated from the Club. These 
funds are being put towards an upgrade 
of the existing patrol and first aid room, a 
much needed clean out and refurbishment.
 
The new design is fit for purpose and has 
been informed by our key patrol members, 
including resident paramedics, nurses and 
first aiders. Work is due to be completed 
before the commencement of next season, 
increasing the amenity and use of 
the facility.
 
I would like to personally thank all our 
sponsors and partners for their support 
this past season. We can’t do this 
without you. 

Governance improvements
Treasurer, Peter Casey, in his first year 
of volunteer service, made a significant 
impact to improving our financial control 
and gaining efficiency through outsourcing 
the book keeping. Setting stretch targets 
at the beginning of the season, particularly 
to increase our fundraising and grants. 
Increased focus on expense management 
has also seen a decrease in this area.
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MONA VALE SLSC

Mona Vale Surf Life Saving Club 
Executive Committee, its extended 
committee and all members are 

proud to have served the local community 
at Mona Vale for another season.

Our beach was patrolled by volunteers 
and the high standard of lifesaving skills, 
experience and dedication ensured another 
patrolling season with no lives lost.

This continued service is a credit to our 
members. The extremely high standards set 
are a credit to the Lifesaving and Education 
team within our Club. Thank you sincerely 
and congratulations to our Trainers/
Facilitators for your excellent work.

Our Club trained many new awards 
during the 2018-19 season, including new 
members with SRC and Bronze Medallion.

Welcome and thank you to all our 
new members.
 
After the NSW State Conference my 
committee identified some areas where 
we could improve. The most obvious and 
important area was ‘’our members’’. 

The member relations team worked on 
a policy/program to provide a member 
protection, welfare and support strategy that 
out our members could confidently use. 

We developed our vision statement of 
‘INCLUSION/ RESPECT/COMMUNITY’, 
safety beyond just the water’s edge. Our 
independent and confidential team of six 
respected non-committee members are 
available to all our members for help, 
guidance and advice on any issues they 
may need help with. 

This team has varying qualifications 
and skills such as people management, 
mental health, conflict resolution and child 
protection. This is an achievement that 
our committee is proud of and I personally 
thank them for their effort.
 
We have a wonderful Nippers Club lead 
by Dave Moreton. While our Nippers 
competition team continues to prosper, 
the importance of “an experience for the 
everyday Nipper”, has been an important 
part of our Nippers strategy. The all-round 
vision and commitment of our Nippers 
committee and broader Nipper volunteers 
is outstanding.

Thank you to all our valuable sponsors 
and the sponsors of Surf Life Saving 
Sydney Northern Beaches. Words are 
unable to express my sincere thanks and 
appreciation, by supporting the sponsors of 
all our Clubs we will continue to benefit from 
their support.
 
Our competition team has continued to 
grow and branch out in different areas. We 
now have an IRB racing team, R&R teams, 
a stronger board and ski team, a masters 
team that continues to climb the point score 
and our consistency of remaining at the top 
level of surf boat rowing is incredible.

Thank you and congratulations to all our 
coaches, team managers and boat sweeps 
and well done to all our competitors.

In the coming season we will be starting 
the construction of a new Clubhouse. My 
members and I are extremely grateful for 
the hard work and support from the staff at 
Northern Beaches Council, lead by Mayor 
Michael Regan, and the incredible support 
and contribution from our local member Rob 
Stokes and the New South Wales State 
Government. Our Club and the broader 
local community are extremely excited 
about our new Clubhouse and we are all 
eagerly awaiting the demolition party!
 

Bryce Munro - President
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Finally, well done and thank you to Surf 
Life Saving Sydney Northern Beaches. My 
committee at Mona Vale and, especially, 
to all the members of Mona Vale Surf Life 
Saving Club and the members of all other 
Clubs throughout SNB Branch, state and 
country, thank you all again.
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Without doubt the 2018-19 season 
was the best year in the Club’s 66-
year history. 

Our membership numbers doubled with 
the introduction of the Nipper program and 
through reaching out to the community 
to build our local membership. We also 
celebrated our 30th anniversary of 
partnership with Barker College.

On the beach, patrols were well attended 
and managed. It was relatively quiet in 
terms of rescues but our overall patrol hours 
were up by close to 1000 hours at 3250 
hours of patrol time.  This demonstrates just 
how much additional effort our members 
were contributing to life saving duties.

  
Thanks to Aidan Clark and Nick Fewtrell for 
their efforts in managing the patrol rosters 
and their efforts on the beach over the 
past season.

We set out to build up the membership 
and to try and attract new members from 
the local community through a series of 
barbeques and summer parties.  This 
created a great feel around the Club and 
brought in a large number of new members 
in conjunction with the Nippers. 

It was a pleasure to be able to continue to 
host the Bungan Boardrider Club’s monthly 
surf competitions as well, which is helping 
to foster relations in the community.

Special thanks must go to our Nipper 
team for their willingness to get involved at 
Bungan, getting through the training and for 
their efforts in teaching the kids about the 
surf every weekend.  

It was a great pleasure to watch how their 
skills and confidence grew through the 
season as most had little or no previous 
experience of Nippers before coming down 
to Bungan.  Thanks to Rebecca and Matt 
Woodman for taking on the responsibility of 
running the program.

 The feedback has been fantastic and the 
future looks especially bright.  Thanks to our 
new Age Managers for their support through 
the season: Matt Mannall, Lisa and 
Mick Kennedy.

Bronze Medallion numbers were up this 
year, setting up a strong patrol strength 
moving into next season.  It’s especially 
pleasing that for the first time we were able 
to recruit and train members of the Bungan 

Boardrider Club, as well as Nipper and 
Barker College parents for their bronze. 

Moving into next season we will need to 
broaden the skill base of our new patrolling 
members to build additional flexibility 
on patrols.

In competition, our IRB racing team had 
another successful season and it was 
pleasing to watch the team in action through 
the NSW Premiership and at the State titles.  
The purchase and dedication of the new IRB 
named after Life Member Col Rae was 
a highlight.  

Sadly this year, we lost Life Member and 
former Bungan Club President Col Rae.  
Col is greatly missed around Bungan for his 
sense of humour, vast lifesaving experience 
and willingness to get involved and his 
timely arrival whenever the barbeque was lit. 

It was with sadness that the Club 
commemorated Col’s passing by scattering 
his ashes from the new IRB named in his 
honour in March, albeit with a sense of 
humour in the end, with the conditions on 
the day.

Finally, a few thank-yous for your support 
through the season. To the Bungan Board 
and Committee, thank you for your diligence 
and efforts on the beach and around the 
Club this year. Our patrols have been 
exemplary. To the building committee, the 
new kitchen is a major improvement for 
the Clubhouse. I would also like to thank 
the Club’s sponsors and many generous 
supporters, the Branch and Branch 
sponsors for their assistance throughout the 
season.

BUNGAN BEACH SLSC

Rod McGibbon - President
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NEWPORT SLSC

Another successful season completed 
for Newport SLSC.  

There were many highlights during 
the 2018-19 season.  However, without 
doubt, again the most significant one is 
the magnificent record of no lives lost at 
Newport Beach during a Newport patrol that 
remains intact for the 110th year that our 
Club has been providing patrols.

The Club’s membership remains strong 
and our patrols, coordinated by our Club 
Captain, have been well resourced with 
surf lifesavers and conducted to a very high 
standard on Newport Beach throughout the 
entire season.

Again, this year, the Club trained many 
candidates in their Bronze Medallion (36), 
Surf Rescue Certificate (21) and many other 
awards were completed by our members 
through our Chief Instructor and his large 
team of skilled Trainers.

Again, under the guidance of the Club’s 
Nippers committee, the Newport Junior 
Program continues to be successful with 
350 Newport Nippers having fun and 
learning about surf safety and surf lifesaving 
each Sunday on Newport Beach. 

Our Newport competitors of all ages 
performed very well again, achieving 
outstanding results for the Club and a 
number of our members were also fortunate 
to gain selection within Branch, State and 
Australian teams.

Some of the competition highlights 
included:

l First place in the State Championships 
Open point score for the sixth consecutive 
year and our Nippers finished second 
in the State Age Championships overall          
point score.

l Max Brooks winning the Open Ironman  
at the Australian Championships on the 
Gold Coast.

l At the National Youth Championships on 
the Gold Coast, our U14 males won every 
individual race in the surf, including claiming 
first, second, fourth and fifth in the ironman. 

l Blake Drysdale claimed his third 
consecutive Aussie gold in the Open     
each Flags.

l Our under 17 male ski relay winning the 
Australian Championship and undefeated in 
this event for the whole season.

l The under 19 female swim team gold 
medal performance at the Australian 
Championships.

l The Newport under 23 female surf boat 
crew, the Thunder, won Aussie gold, thus 
becoming the first women’s crew to do so in 
our Club’s long and distinguished history.

Congratulations 

Off the beach, Newport SLSC continues to 
contribute strongly to our local community 
and further afield. 

For me, two things really stood out:

l The implementation of the Club’s initiative 
to reach out to the Syrian refugees within 
the northern beaches community and run a 
community day at the Club to talk to them 
about rips and surf safety. The day was a 
huge success, as much about welcoming 
these refugees into our community and 
social inclusion, as it was about the surf 
safety message.

l I am also proud that the Newport 
Kinghorn Surf Racing Academy this year 
partnered the Cancer Council and, through 
our Annual Fundraising Ball, raised much 
needed funds for this worthy cause that 
touches so many of us.

I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all staff at the Branch office for their 
patience and assistance they provided our 
Club over the past season, as without their 
valued assistance, we would never have 
been able to achieve the success we did.

Rob Emerson - President
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BILGOLA SLSC

Bilgola SLSC had a bittersweet 2018-19 
season.  On the surf life saving side, 
we had a stellar season involving 

strong participation from our volunteer 
lifesavers, with no major surf incidents.
 
Sadly, earlier this year, we experienced   
two critical incidents at Bilgola Beach.

Both involved Club members acting as    
first responders.
  
An example of the skill of our volunteers 
was recognised  when 19-year-
old Cameron Scully (Patrol 10) was 
acknowledged for his involvement at 
an incident on McCarrs Creek Road on 
October 1 by being awarded the SLSSNB 
Rescue of the Month for November.
 
Our training was strong this year with more 
than 30 new Bronze Medallion candidates, 
many came through the Nipper ranks.

Several new IRB crew and drivers passed 
their assessment this year as well as 16 
new SRC (Surf Rescue Certificate) cadets. 
Many of our SRC’s were active in water 
safety throughout the Nipper season.

We had another wonderful Nippers 
season.  Highlights included the spectacular 
entrance of Santa at Nippers last 
Christmas, seeing once “surf shy” Nippers 
rounding the buoy in the swim or board for 
the first time.

The development of their skills can only be 
achieved through the continued support of 
our dedicated Age Managers and assistants 

and by the continued involvement of our 
Nipper parents to assist us getting large 
numbers through the activities.
 
In January, we held the Blackmores Billy 
Ocean Swim.  Despite a roaring southerly, 
every part of the swim ran impeccably and 
reflected the spirit and depth of our Club. 
Our swim coordinator said:  “It made me 
proud to watch the Club work as one to 
create such a great event. I cannot praise 
every volunteer highly enough.”

The critical incidents at Bilgola Beach were 
understandably felt across our Club and the 
community.  It is important to acknowledge 
our caretaker and ALS Lifeguard, several 
Club members who were on hand to lend 
support and our Club coordinator who 
supported many during this period.

We received welcomed support and 
advice from SLSNSW CEO Steve Pearce, 
SLSSNB CEO Steve McInnes, local NSW 
State Member, Rob Stokes, our Mayor, 
Michael Regan and his team at Northern 
Beaches Council and Police Commander, 
Northern Beaches Local Area, Dave Darcy.

We were also introduced to wonderful 
and supportive organisations - Avalon 
Youth Hub, The Burdekin Association 
and Community Care Northern Beaches 
(CCNB).
 
Our boat crews had a stellar season.  At 
the Bilgola carnival (Round 1 of the SNB 
Surf Boat Premiership), more than 50 crews 
entered. It meant we played host to more 
than 300 rowers, officials and spectators.  

The results for our crews were excellent, 
the masters men were first, U23 women 
second and reserve men fourth.
 
Continuing into the season, our rowers 
were successful at the SNB Branch 
Championships where the Bilgola Old 
masters won the 200 years division, Bilgola 
Bends won the 140 years division and 
the Bilgola Rippers under 23 female crew 
claimed gold in their division.

At the NSW State titles, the Bilgola Old 
crew claimed a silver medal. Then Bilgola 
won two golds at Aussies, the first by our 
Bilgola Old 200 years men and the second, 
the 140 years men’s crew.

Our Club is the success it is due to the 
contributions from our members, especially 
those on our senior and junior committees. I 
acknowledge the time and commitment they 
give to the Club.  We are also appreciative 
of our many sponsors, including major 
sponsor Blackmores.  

Romilly Madew AO - President
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AVALON BEACH SLSC

Well, what a year it has been for 
our humble Surf Club. Being 
named both NSW and National 

Club of  the Year is a once in a generation 
achievement and one we must rightly be 
immensely proud. 

It really is a credit to our membership, 
and the tireless work of the Board of 
Management that has the Club basking in 
the glory of these accolades.

Of course, none of this would be possible 
without the work of current Vice President 
Richard Cole. Richard was the architect 
of the submission initially lodged with 
SLSNSW and a very excited group 
attended the awards ceremony at Darling 
Harbour to receive the trophy.

These accolades are only possible because 
of our membership base and this year we 
once again achieved our primary goal with 
no loss of life at Avalon Beach during 
patrol hours.

We patrolled for more than 7000 hours this 
past season and the dedication of our patrol 
members cannot be understated. The work 
of our Club Captains, getting all the patrol 
rosters sorted so that it is fair and equitable 
for everyone. Making sure the gear and 
equipment is up to speed and inspected at 
gear inspection and maintained throughout 
the year. One of the great things is getting 
all our Patrol Captains together on the first 
and last patrols of the year to share ideas 
and knowledge and debrief about things 
that could be improved on.

Our Trainers also this year had another 
fantastic season putting plenty of new 
bronzies through their paces and upskilling 
many of our existing members.

Congratulations to Michael King, our CTO, 
for a fantastic year putting through more 
than 120 people through awards and co-
ordinating proficiencies. Congratulations 
must go to the two new Gold Medallion 
Award winners, Louise Billia and Lachie 
Mills, and Mike Stanley-Jones who gained 
reaccreditation.

We ran our community events once again 
this year, including the McGrath Carols at 
the beach, Lion Island Challenge and the 
surf and Around the Bends swims. Once 
again, I must say that these events would 
not be possible without the volunteers that 
set up, pack up and keep it running. Volker 
Klemm once again did a fantastic job of co-
ordinating the lunar calendar to 
our advantage.
 
Our Surf Sports team had an outstanding 
year also with some great results across the 
board. A big thank you to Nick Sampson, 
our Director of Surf Sports, who has done a 
great job once again.
 
The season started with the sad loss of surf 
boat sweep and Club mentor Rick Millar. It 
was an extremely sad day when Rick was 
farewelled by Club members after his long 
battle with cancer was lost and when his 
ashes were scattered, and the Memorial 
Day was held, it was evident of his impact 
on the boat community right across the 
country as rowers and crews from far and 
wide attended to celebrate his life.
 
As part of the Club of the Year 
responsibilities, we hosted the first board 
meeting of the year for the SLSA Board and 
our cocktail party the night before with ‘A 
Touch of Gold’ was a huge success.

Nippers this year was another huge 
success under new President Tom Waters.

Tom has a relaxed go-to attitude and has 
inspired and led his team extremely well.

Looking over the beach and seeing all our 
kids having fun on a Sunday is a huge 
part of the Club and the future is in good 
hands. Thanks to all the Age Managers 
who also devoted their time to helping and 
encouraging the children. This year, Tom 
has taken some of the age groups up to 
Palm Beach on Sunday mornings to try and 
spread out the numbers at Avalon Beach 
and give the kids more quality water time.

The faces on our Board of Management will 
mostly be the same as last season with no 
major changes foreseen and the continuity 
is a good thing for the Club. I thank the 
Board of Management for their dedication 
and hard work throughout the year.

Thanks to my wife Melinda and children 
for your support and love through this first 
year into my role. It is a challenging role, 
with plenty of time investment required but I 
couldn’t have done it without you. 

Richard Cole - President

Ashley Cardiff - President
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WHALE BEACH SLSC

It is heartening to reflect on the past twelve 
months and observe Whale Beach SLSC 
continuing to run more smoothly with  

each season. 

Patrols are well staffed and lifesavers well 
trained. Our lifesaving gear and equipment 
is in excellent order and well cared for. 

The Education team has delivered a 
remarkable number of new awards and 
maintained our high standards. The building 
and facilities are in excellent repair, the 
boatshed renovation is outstanding. We 
successfully staged another spectacular 
Big Swim. 

Our finances are superbly managed. Our 
social scene continues to flourish as more 
people step forward to assist. The standard 
of our marketing is exceptional across all 
platforms, web, social media and print. At 
467 the membership is the highest it has 
been in more than 10 years. The calibre of 
the leadership team and patrol leadership 
continues to grow. 
 
Whale Beach SLSC again grew and 
flourished throughout the past year, some 
highlights included:
 
l In September 2018, we won Sydney 
Northern Beaches Branch Rescue of 
the Month for the professionalism of our 
lifesavers when responding to a hang glider 
crash.
 
l Knox Grammar School’s Surf Life Saving 
program, under the leadership of Masters 
Nick Warby and David Stenning, grew 
to the largest it has been during our 
20-year partnership. 

l A Whale Beach SLSC contingent 
attended the Surf Life Saving Australia 
National Awards of Excellence where our 
December 2017 Rescue of the Year was 
recognised with a Meritorious Award. 

l Boatshed renovations were completed, 
the transition to a standard befitting a 
professional rescue service is remarkable. 

l $25,000 grant was awarded by the 
NSW Government Community Building 
Partnership Program 2018 for replacement 
of boatshed roller doors. 

l $37,000 grant was awarded by the 
NSW Office of Sport Surf Club Facility 
Grant Program 2018 for solar installation, 
video surveillance system upgrade and 
replacement of the outdoor clock. 

l Knox and Whale Beach SLSC hosted 
a spectacular schools carnival with teams 
from five schools attending. Knox was 
victorious, the first time in five years. 

l $10,000 grant was awarded by the 
Federal Government Stronger Communities 
Program for a replacement patrol gear 
trailer.
 
l $10,000 contribution was received from 
Northern Beaches Council towards the cost 
of installing new boatshed roller doors. 
 
In the 2019-20 season, the focus will 
be on our people. We will continue to 
recruit and train new lifesavers with the 
aim of increasing the number of patrol 
teams and moving to half day patrols 
all season. We will launch a leadership 
development program to provide a pathway 
from Surf Rescue Certificate through to 

President, providing our members with 
exceptional opportunities to grow. We 
will launch a Member Protection program 
to ensure that the well-being of all our 
members is protected. We will roll out the 
communication platform Team App, this 
technology will improve the experience for 
our lifesavers and leaders. 
 
Thank you to all our volunteers, members, 
officers, friends, patrons, Pymble Ladies’ 
College, Knox Grammar School, Sydney 
Northern Beaches Branch, Surf Life 
Saving NSW, Surf Life Saving Australia, all 
government bodies, our generous sponsors 
and donors. All these groups contribute in 
making Whale Beach SLSC the amazing 
volunteer organisation that we all know 
and love. 
 
Indeed we are in safe hands. 

Andrew Pearce - President
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PALM BEACH SLSC

Scott Mathers - President

It gives me great pride, as Club President 
for the first time, to report that no 
lives were lost during the 2018-19        

patrolling year.

Perhaps more importantly, our Palm Beach 
SLSC members should be proud of their 
Club for providing our community with 
the safest possible beach focussing on 
prevention and engagement.
 
Our volunteer patrols continued to show 
great diligence in their approach to their 
Lifesaving duty both on the beach and in 
their Lifesaving Education and Training.
 
The season was not without intensity but 
the manner in which these predominately 
young women and men acquitted 
themselves to the task is nothing short 
of impressive.
 
We are first and foremost a Lifesaving 
Club, which we have been doing now for 
almost 100 years. Our patrol training is first 
rate and the bronze holders trained at our 
Club are outstanding. I would therefore like 
to thank all our Trainers, Instructors and 
Assessors who give so much of their time 
to our Club, and to surf lifesaving in general.
 
The tireless work done by these members is 
invaluable and I cannot thank them enough 
for their ongoing support and commitment 
to maintaining and improving the standards 
of patrol at Palmy and through our support 
of North Palm Beach SLSC.
 
The day to day running of patrol is left to a 
team of Patrol Captains, Vice-Captains and 
IRB drivers.  The responsibility of managing 
the beach, swimmers, beachgoers and 
finally their team is not an easy task.  We 
ask them to take on more responsibility 
when they are already giving so much, but 
this team continue to provide consistent and 
level headed leadership well beyond their 
years.
 
From the ranks of our Club bronze holders 
comes our competitors. These dedicated 
and skilled members focus on a particular 
discipline that attracts their passion.
 
Water, boats, boards, skis and beach are 
their playgrounds and they proudly wear the 
green cap representing us in carnivals all 
over Australia or at White Horse Cup on the 
golden sands each Sunday. The ongoing 
demands of attending carnivals continues 
to grow and to facilitate our competitors 

being able to compete we have a group of 
members who are Officials, first aid and 
water safety, thank you for volunteering in 
these capacities.
Of course, the season would not be 
complete without some extraordinary 
events both within the SLSC and across 
our family of Clubs. Events including Boxing 
Night, Family Festival, the Curlewis Masters 
Carnival, Fast Five, Jazz at Palmy, Opening 
and Closing Parties, Trivia Night (I could go 
on), proved once again that we enjoy each 
other’s company and supporting our Club.

Thank you to everyone who contributed to 
these events, without this contribution we 
would not be able to enjoy the equipment or 
facilities that we currently do. 

The development of the Club and its 
facilities has continued to be a focus 
for the management committee and we 
have worked closely with the PBSC and 
the Development Standing Committee to 
develop plans that we believe will stand our 
Club well for the many years to come. We 
are also grateful to the ongoing support of 
the Northern Beaches Council throughout 
this process.

The people who drive the energy that is 
required in keeping us moving forward in 
so many areas is our Palm Beach Club 
Captain and Vice-Captain. Alistair Shields 
and Tom Laslett.  They have once again 
been outstanding in the manner they have 
handled the Club operations.

I would like to personally thank them for 
their dedication to the task. I would also 
like to thank my fellow committee members 
for their dedication to the areas of their 
concern. I personally thank them all for their 
support and friendship.

We are constantly reminded of our 
responsibility as patrollers and Club 
members to fulfil our daily obligations to the 
community and our long-term responsibility 
to ensure our Club has a bright future.

I am pleased to report that I believe our 
members exceed this challenge.  In an 
age where volunteerism is questioned, life 
seems busier and we seem to focus on 
individual needs, I feel very fortunate to be 
involved in a group of likeminded lifesavers.
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NORTH PALM BEACH SLSC

North Palm Beach SLSC once again 
supported and protected beachgoers 
throughout the 2018-19 season with 

no lives lost both between the flags and 
our large stretch of beach from Barrenjoey 
Lighthouse, south to Black Rock.

I must commend our 27 patrolling members 
for their dedication, professionalism and 
passion throughout the long, patrolling 
season and supporting our core business 
of Lifesaving.

I would like to again acknowledge the 
support from our southern neighbours Palm 
Beach SLSC for their continued support 
of our patrols and bolstering our numbers 
when required.

North Palm Beach supported the SNB 
Branch, State and community during the 
season. We again hosted the Branch RWC 
Training Program during the off-season. 
We supported and hosted SLSA’s National 
Review on RWC’s and also partnered and 
supported Picnic in the Dark during Earth 
Hour to assist in making Governor Phillip 
Park an Urban Night Sky location.
 
It’s the brainchild of Marnie Ogg. There 
was a write up about the event in the May 
edition of Pittwater Life.

It is with regret that we lost five of our past 
and present members during the season. 
The first was Neil Olsen, Distinguished 

Geoff Raper - President

Service and Life Member of the Club, 
Col Rae, former member, past Club Captain 
and President, John Maudson, Life Member, 
Alan McCann, past Club member and Jason 
Howard,  a serving member and awarded 
Club Person of Year on several occasions, 
lost at the young age of 32.
 
All these men will be sadly missed by their 
families and their SLS family and friends.

I would like to thank Kylie Ferguson, our 
adopted Councillor, for her passion and 
support for both our Club and SLSSNB.

North Palm Beach also had some support 
on several occasions from North Steyne, 
Freshwater and Newport SLSC members.  
Their support was very appreciated.

I must make special mention of three of our 
younger members and congratulate Geordie 
Spenceley and Mackenzie Apps-Tulip 
gaining their Silver Medallion IRB Drivers 
Award and Alisha Steel receiving her IRB 
crew certificate.

I’d like to thank the SNB Branch Directors 
and Branch staff for their valued assistance 
and support throughout the year and also to 
our Branch sponsors.
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